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ON 
DRAINING: 
More Particularly with Regard to the 
| Noxrn Division 
OFTHE # 1 


Great Level of the Fenns, 
CALL'D, | 


Printed for J. Royer Ts, at the Oxford- 
Arms in Warwick-Lane. M. DCC. xxix. 
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NN T reating of the Outfall 
0; 1. 5 for the Waters of Bedford 
4 ol North Level, 1 ſhall firſt 
EF, ſhew the Weakneſs and In- 
— of the Reaſon that is ſo gene- 
rally aſſign'd for the Loſs of ſuch Out- 
fall; and, in the next Place, recommend 
to the Conſideration of others, what 
appears to me to be the true, genuine and 
proper Cauſe of this Loſs, ſo extenſive 
in its Conſequences, and which for many 

A 3 Years 
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Vears paſt, has been almoſt as totally 
neglected, as it has been univerſally de- 
plor'd : Which alſo will at once diſcover 
what is the only ſolid, certain, and 
effectual Method, for recovering the ſaid 
Outfall, and delivering the Country, in 
good Fameſt, from the unſpeakable 
Hardſhips they have fo long ſuffer'd 
by the Want 1 
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, THE Reaſon, which many People 
+ give, for the Decay of the North Level 
Outfall, is the Embanking of certain | 
Marſhes, that heretofore lay open to the 
Channel or River of W;sbech - By which 
Means, ſay they, not only the Indraught 
of the Tides is leſſened, but the Channel 
is moreover deprived of a Back-Water, 
which, on the Reflux of the Tides, uſed 
to fall into it from ſeveral ſmall Creeks, 
or rather Furrows, in thoſe Marſhes, 
drive out all Sands and Obſtructions, and 
ſend them packing to the 1 


Bur if the Virtue, of theſe Marſh Wa- 
ters were really ſuch, and ſo great, as 
their Adyocates haye daily the Face to 
TO | Ns aſſert; 
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aſſert ; How came it that the obſequious 


retiring Sands took ſuch Heart and Cou- 
rage, and at laſt ſo effectually prevailed, 


as to raiſe thoſe Marſhes above the Flow 
and Reach of ordinary Tides? Was it 
not this, humanly ſpeaking, which firſt 


gaye Riſe and Encouragement to Em- 
banking? Or who can juſtly blame Men, 


if they are willing to take in and ſecure 
to themſelves, what is already, in a 


manner, yielded up to them by the Sea ? 
Here then this Matter muſt unavoidably 


reſt ; Embanking is not the Cauſe, but 


the Effect, of the now aſpiring Sands. 


I come now to ſpeak of what moſt 
evidently appears to me, to be the true 


and proper Cauſe of the great Increaſe 
of Sands in the ſaid Channel or Outfal!, 


ſo eminently deſtructive of thoſe two 


ſincere and approv'd Friends to each 
other, whoſe real Intereſts are inſeparable, 


Draining and Navigation. But how dif. 


couraging, how dreadful is the Task I 
have undertaken! What Hope, what 
imaginable Hope of Pardon can remain, 
while I directly charge this Ruin, as of 


Neceſſity 
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1 Neceſſity J muſt, upon a Work which 

| a bears the Name of a Right Reverend 
Prelate, its Author, Morton, Biſhop of 

AL Ely, and is ſaid to have been perform'd 1 

Hy in the Reign of King Henry the Seventh; 
; | a Work at this Day ſo furioufly applaud- 4 

ed by the Fenn People, a heavy, but 

moſt obſtinate and implacable Race of 

Men; that a Man might, on a fitting 
Opportunity, very reaſonably expect to 

be De-Mitted by thoſe Barbarians, mere- 

ly for being thought a little diſaffected 

to that miraculous Undertaking ! 


V x, embolden'd by Truth, ſpurr'd on 
alſo by my Zeal for the Publick Good, 
regardleſs of my own particular Safety, 
I muſt and will averr, Hine illæ La- 
chryme ! Behold here, the true Source 
and Spring of the before-mention'd Ca- 
lamity ! for while the Land-Floods con- 
tinued their old embanked, tho' wind- 
ing Courſe, by the River Nene, down 
to the Outfall at Vichech, they held to- 
gether in a Body, that with an irreſiſti- 
ble Force and Weight bore down the 
Sands before them, and commanded their 


Paſſage 


EF] 
Paſſage to the Sea. And notwithſtand- 
ing it may be true, that upon great and 
uncommon. Floods, the River Nene, 
ſometimes broke out and overflow'd the 
adjacent Lands, occaſion'd by the not 
keeping up good and ſufficient Banks ; 
a Neglect, which I will venture to pro- 


nounce the moſt peſtilent, unerringBane, of 


ſound Draining; yet then the Oppreſſion 
did not continue, as now it uſually does, 
for many Months together, I had almoſt 

ſaid Years, but was ſoon commanded 
.away by the undiſputed Power and Au- 
thority of a good Outfall. 


At length, this Buſineſs of Banking 
grew ſo exceſſively odious, that it was 
no longer to be endured : So the Wa- 
ters were order'd into another, and very 
different, Channel, provided for them, 
by the  foremention'd Biſhop, called | 
| Morton's.  Leam, being without any 
Banks at all, excepting ſuch only, as 
are interver d by a Space, tlie Feumen 
ſtile the Yaſh, generally about two 
| Miles, and no where leſs than a Mile in 
Breadth. This Maſb is commended, eren 

1 tO 


[8] 
to Madneſs, by thoſe ſenſeleſs People, 
as a moſt commodious Receptacle, of 
indiſpenſible Uſe and Beneſit, excellent- 
ly well fitted to receive and entertain 
the Freſh-Water Floods, till they can 
be diſcharg'd by the Outfall to Sea! 
but mark the Conſequence of all this: 
Did not theſe Floods, thus well receiy'd 
and amply entertain'd, grow idle and 
uſeleſs ? Did they not lazily glide away 
towards the Outfall, in a flow unwil- 
ling Stream, thereby inviting, as it were, 
the Sands to ſettle there, and barr up 
their Paſſage to the Sea? Have not theſe 
Floods, after they had thus manifeſtly 
ſhut the Door upon themſelves, wax'd 
1o inſufferably wanton, upon their long 
and generous Entertainment, as fre- 
quently to treat their Hoſt, the Recep- 
tacle, in a very rude and indecent Man- 
ner, break down the Walls, or Banks, 
and cover the Country round with Rum 
and Deſolation ? Theſe are Truths too 
intimately known, and too ſeverely felt, 
to admit of any plain and ſerious De- 
nial : Nor is it leſs certain and undeni- 


PI able, that, without ſome Weight, ſome 


united 


Wisbech Channel, by a Sluice called 
 Guntherp's Sluice, and are, on re-opening 
the ſame, diſcharged back again with 


Water. In this Reſervoir, being a Mile 
in Length, and about Seventy Yards in 
Breadth, is contain'd 


— 


21 
united Power of Water, able to bear 
down the Sands, and maintain a free and 
deep Channel below Wisbech, the Bed 
or Bottom of that Channel, in the 
whole Way to the Sea, will, in no long 


Time, be rais'd aboye the Surface 
of all that vaſt Level, which drains into 


it now, tho' in a yery precarious and 
imperfe& Manner, and will then, in- 
deed, be totally and irretrievably loſt 
to the Proprietors and the Publick for 
— — 


To put ſome Stop to the Growth of 
this threatning Evil, ſome Methods, not 
wholly unſucceſsful, have lately been 
attempted : Such, as conſtituting a Re- 
ſeryoir at the End of the Shire Drain, 
into which the Tides are received out of 


very great Rapidity, when it is Low 


| a Head of Water, 
a on 


ES] - 
on the ſmalleſt Tides, Six or Seyen, and, 
on ſome great Tides, Ten Feet higher 
than Low Water Mark in the Channel 
without. Alſo by another, call'd Hill's 


Sluice, which 1s placed at the upper 


End of this Baſon or Reſervoir, the 
Freſhes, in the Shire Drain, are held up 


and let off with a Fall and Force ſuffi- 


cient to cleanſe the Reſeryoir, and carry 
out what Silt or Sand may have been 
dropp'd and left there by the Tide- 


Waters in their Return to the Sea. Add 


to this, the Cleanſing and Deepning a 
great Part of the Shire Drain, by which 
Means the Waters are more ſwiftly and 
entirely convey d to the Outfall at Gun- 


thorp's Sluice. That theſe Methods have 
been attended with ſome conſiderable | 
Succeſs, is, beyond all Contradiftion, | 
prov'd by the now hopeful Condition of 
the faid Outfall, compar'd with the 
wretched undone State of it but a wy - 


few Years ſince. 


And has much I thought it Juſt 


and neceſſary to obſerye concerning the 


Works 
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Works of that very worthy and inge- 


nious Gentleman Humphry Smith, Eſq; 


who, being put into the Direction of 
the Fenns, has, in the Space of two or 


three Years, not to liken him to another 
great Miniſter in another and higher 


Sphere, promoted Draining more effectu- 
ally, done more real Service to the 
North Level and Fenns adjoining, than 


probably has been done, or even at- 


tempted to be done, by all the other 


Miniſters, ſince that Government had a 
"Bang, 


Bur this, far from allaying, would, 


by an evident Partiality, mightily in- 


flame the Imputation of Injuſtice, ſnould 


I paſs by in Silence, a Scheme for 
Draining the aforeſaid Level, propoſed 


by that able and Expericnc'd Engineer 


Captain Perry; w. ch is, To reclaim 


10 


the Waters from their unſteady wan- 


dring Courſe, over the great Flat of ever- 


varying Sands, and carry them directly 
to the Sea, in a bounded Channel, cloſe 


under the Lincolnſhire or Weſtern Shore, 
B 2 Vith 


fl 
Parc, : 
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with Sluices for Scours, to be placed 
acroſs ſuch Channel, at proper Diſtances, 1 
from the lower End of the ſame, as far 
up as Guyhorn, Four Miles above Wis- 
Bech. The Particulars of this noble De- 
ſign may be ſeen in that Gentleman's 


Report, P Printed in the Vear 1727, and 
thither I refer the careful and judicious 
Reader. 


Bor if the Method of Scouring or 


Deepening a Channel by Sluices, is by 
no Means to be rejected; as in a violent 
Diſeaſe, the firſt Remedy that offers is to 
be applied, without ſtaying till another 


more effectual can be obtain'd; it ought 


not, however, to be depended on, for 


an abſolute and perfect Cure: For it 


cannot well be imagin'd, that the pre- 


carious ſhort-liv'd Fi orce of theſe artifi- 


cial Scours, is eq. I to the continued 


Preſſure and Weight of a full flowing 


River, ſupported within Banks, and tend- 
ing with all its Might and Power to the 
Outfall. And if this be the Caſe, as 


moſt unqueſtionably it is, then that Power, 
coll 


7 BE 
q as I before obſery'd, being taken away, 
and not ſucceeded by any Thing equiya- 
1 | lent to it, the Malady ſtill remains, and, 
| 4 without Doubt, will prevail again, not- 
uuithſtanding any inferior Means that 
may be uſed to ſuppreſs it. 


Tus you ſee, what is the true, and 
only Method, for ſecuring a good Out- 
fall: Behold now, unveil'd, this great 
, Myſtery of Draining, which has, ſeem- = 
7 2 ingly at leaſt, ſo long puzzled and per- 
t plexed, that Part of Mankind, whoſe 
> Genius, or whoſe Intereſt, has led them 
r FF tothe Study, of this low, but uſeful | 
t Science! Contract your extravagant, . 4 
r | wide, rambling Waſh, or Receptacle, 7 I 
it above deſcribed ; Wente it to a more E 
- HK reaſonable Breadth; to that, ſuppoſe, of 

the River 7 e, at London-Bridee ; 

| which I ſhould not allow neither, but 

in Condeſcenſion to ſome oyer-ſcrupu- 
| lous Perſons, who will, probably, be 
2 raiſing Objections, from the Difficulty 
as of providing ſufficient Banks, in Caſe 
r, | of great and yiolent Floods, And in- 
—_ e | deed 


— —— — bed pie wr ti i oe. REN FO — 2 en 5 


X S LOR 23 on Wet ae 
£ * # * | | „ 
* +. *4 + (act % Jo 


C14] 


deed, I do ſo far concur with them, as 
readily to admit, that this 1s not only 
difficult, but impoſſible to be done, 
without a pretty large Expence, a Cir- 
cumſtance, which this Scheme, does not 


pretend to diſown, and of which, poſſi- 
bly, I may ſay more hereafter. But to 
quit this unpleaſing Theme of Ex- 


pence, and return to my Subject: Here 
is a Receptacle propoſed for the Floods 
to aſſemble in, not as now, diſpers'd 
and ſcatter'd over a great Part of the 


Country, but united and join'd together, 


in a deep and well compacted Body, 
moving on with a reſolv'd, uniform 


Pace, towards their Outlet at Sea : By 
which Means, not only the Channel 
there, would, on a ſudden, become in- 
finitely deeper, than now it is; but 
likewiſe the Receptacle above Misbech, 
no longer that broad, ſhallow, and uſe- 


leſs Waſh, would be ſurprizingly im- 


prov'd and deepen'd, by the Weight 


of ſo vaſt a Body of Water, the 


whole, from Top to Bottom, at once 


rolling on, with a Motion, ſwift and 


univerſal. 


2 LY 


or Reaſon in him, to deny. Who then, 
SEE in 


L 150 


univerſal. This deep and capacious 
River would afford a noble Outfall, not 


only to the Waters of the North Level, 


and a Part of Lincolnſbire, call d Sourh- 


Holland; but to thoſe alſo of the Middle 
Level, on the oppoſite Side of the ſame 


River, and, which formerly | had their 
Courſe by Nene to the ſame Outfall at 


Wisbech. And here, I will be bold to 
ſay, that, ſhould this Propoſal of Re- 


ducing, or Converting the wide, diſpro- 
portion'd Waſh, into a ſufficient River, 
come once to take Place, and ripen into 
Execution, the Port of Misbech, as de- 


cay'd and ruinous as, at this Juncture, it 


moſt undoubtedly is, would then, in a 
very ſhort Time, be found to exceed all 


the other Ports, very few excepted, in 
the whole Uland of Great- Britain. 


Trar all this, and much more, 
may, with the higheſt Juſtice, be aſcrib'd 
to ſuch an Undertaking, as is here pro- 


poſed and recommended, I challenge 


any, the warmeſt Loyer of Oppoſition 


that has any remaining Spark of Shame 


nnen 4 * 
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in his Senſes, can be ſhock'd at the Ex- 
pence, great, I confeſs, in it ſelf, but 
infinitely mean and trifling, with reſpe& 
to the vaſt and diffuſive Advantages that 
will certainly flow from it, and with 
regard to the Multitude of Land- 
Owners, who, according to the Benefit 
they receive, ought to ſuſtain a juſt 
Share and Proportion of the Charge ? 
Beſides the abundant Contribution due, | 
from the Town of Misbech in particular, 
on the Score of Navigation. I may alſo 
mention an Advantage, which will more 
immediately reſult from the Work it 
ſelf, namely, the recovering ſome Thou- 
ſands of Acres, part of the rayenous 
and wide devouring Waſh, which, on 
this Reduction, will become wy and | 
certain Land. ; 


It may now, perhaps, be cxpottel, * 
ſhould offer ſome Eſtimate both of the 
Expence of this Work, and of the Num- 
ber of Acres that may reap Benefit there- 
from: But as theſe are Points I am not 
ſufficiently 1 n in, and having, I 
hope, 
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hope, N. prov'd what I prin- 


cipally intended, the Neceſſity of the 
Work, let the Eixpetibe be what it will, 
I ought to fit down fatisfied with the 
Reputation of 'Truth, and not riſque it 


ſo ſoon on the unfaithful Ground of 
Probability and Conjecture. However, 
to be a little more particular, and to 
gratify, in ſome meaſure, a Curioſity 
natural enough, to ſuch as will proba- 


bly be the Readers of this Effay ; I. 


will yenture to give them my Opinion 


of this Matter, which is, That about 
Three Hundred Thouſand Acres may be 


drain'd for about I hirty Thouſand 
Pounds. 8 


obſerve, that the Coſt of ſuch an Under- 
taking would be much more conſidera- 


ble, but for the particular Regard which 


lately has been ſhewn to a Bank, be- 
longing to the ſaid Receptacle, calld 


the North Bank, rais d, ſome few 
Months ſince, am 5 condition miſera- 
bly? low and weak, to a Height and 

4 Subſtance 
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Subſtance little inferior to what 7 | 


ſonable Dimenſion, as I have, in ge- 


of Lincoln, who have lent the Sinews 


Credit of the Draining Tarek iſſuing 


and inſolent Attacks of the Upland 


ſhewn, ranging at large over the Waſh, 
 1o wild, ſo extended, expoſed to the 


muſt be confeſs d, every Way, but ef- 
fectually only to the Sea, and to the 
Hill-Country, have often, with ungo- 
vern'd Pride and Arrogance, ſcorning 


[18] 


be neceſſary on Narrowing the ſaid | 
Receptacle or Waſh, to ſuch more rea- 


neral, propoſed. 'This fortunate Bank | 
owes its ſudden Riſe and Diſtinction, to 


the powerful Aſſiſtance of two noble 
Lords, his Grace the Duke of r L 
and the Right Honourable the late Earl | 


neceſſary to this great Work, on the F 
out of Lands lying in the North Le- 
vel; which Level the ſaid Bank, is in- 


tended to preſerve, againſt the daring ; 


Floods: For theſe, as I have before 


utmoſt Fury of the Winds, bank'd, it 


the paltry Oppoſition of a low and 
ning. * inraded and dreadfully 
laid 


[ 19 ] 
laid waſte, the Level on this, or the 
other Side ; and have, this laſt Year, 


fallen very ſignally on the North Le- 
vel, from two ſucceſſive Breaches of the 
Bank, near a Place call'd, the Dog and 


Double Stu ge. 


Br beſides the Circumſtance of Se- 
curity, which is now ſo eminently ac- 


quir'd, by this new Bank, it ought more- 
over to be acknowledged, that ſome 


Advantage will accrue to the Draining 
in particular, from an Occaſion thence 
taken, to form a conſiderable Channel, 
carried on at the ſame Time, on the 
Waſh Side of the Bank, which will give 
a better Current to the Floods there, and 
will conſequently have a better, tho”, I 

fear, very deficient Effect, upon the 
Outtall. 


I cannot yet diſmiſs the Subject of the 


North Bank, without paying a further 
and juſt Acknowledgment to the Me- 
rit and Services of the incomparable 
Mr. Smith, which, in this Inſtance too, 

C2 have 
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have ſo remarkably diſplay'd them- 
ſelves ; ſince to him muſt be aſcribed 
the Propoſal, to him the Diſpoſition and 
Digeſtion, of this uſeful but coſtly Un- 
dertaking : And to his excellent Con- 
18 duct it is likewiſe owing, that the Work 
—_— has hitherto proceeded with ſach un- 
1 common Expedition and Succeſs; being, 
at this Time, adyanc'd not leſs than 
Eight Miles, thro' the moſt difficult and 
important Parts of it; what little re- 
mains will quickly bs accompliſh d, as 
ſoon as the Seaſon will Permit. 


EO ak 
* 


And now, after all, is it not a Thou- 
ſand Pities, that ſuch noble and gene- 
rous Endeavours ſhould, upon the whole 
Matter, and in the laſt Iſſue and Reſult 
of Things, prove of none, or but very 
ſlender, Avail ; as moſt certainly they 
will, unleſs 10 glorious an Example 
ſhould happily infuſe ſuch an unuſual 
Life and Spirit, into the whole Country 
thereabouts, as to engage them, one and 
all, in the unanimous Purſuit of that ſu- 
| gk and only Mcthod, that of Contract- 


ing | 


— Jas | 
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ing the Receptacle, and thereby giving | 
the due Courſe and Weight to the de- 
ſcending Floods; without which ſole and 


indiſpenſable Remedy, give me leave to 


repeat once more the Melancholy Truth, 
The ſtill increaſing Sands will ſooner or 
later, gain a deciſive and compleat V ictory 
over the yielded Outfall, and ſink the 
Fenns into Wretchedneſs and Ruin ever- 


laſting. But, ſetting aſide the true un- 
relenting Fenman, it were unkind to 
leave my more gentle Reader, with Im- 


preſſions ſo ſull of Horror and Diſmay ; 
and therefore 1 ſhall, in Concluſion, pre- 
ſent to his View, the beautiful and 
engaging Face of theſe Fenns, as they 
ſtood in ancient Days, before the Ex- 
pedient of Draining without Banks and 
Rivers was ſo much as thought of. Of 
theſe Fenns, William of Malmsbury gives 
the charming Deſcription, which here 
follows: 


>. This Place is the very vidore of 
„ Paradiſe, for Pleaſantneſs reſembling 


cc Heaven it ſelf: Amidſt the very 


40 Marſhes, 


cc 


1 1 
Marſhes, fruitful in Trees, whoſe 
ſtrait tapering Tallneſs mounts up to 


the Skies; a Plain, ſmooth as Water, 
allures your Eyes with the moſt plea- 
ling Green, where is no Rub to check 


the ſwifteſt Pace. There is not an 


Inch of Ground uncultivated; here, 


a Place, ſwelling with Apple Trees, 
and there a Field overſpread with 
Vines, either creeping upon the 


Ground, or ſupported with Poles. A 
mutual Strife there is between Nature 
and Art, that one may always ſupply 
what the other forgets. What ſhall 


I ſay of the Beauty of the Buildings, 


much to be admir'd, if it were only 


for the Fenns making ſuch ſolid and 
unſhaken Foundations? ” I know 


not if I ſhould drop the Deſcription 
here, or proceed and finiſh the Whole; 
ſince, towards the Cloſe, of it, my Au- 
thor 1s pleaſed to maintain a Particular, 
which, in my humble Opinion, is one 
of the worſt Commendations of his Pa- 
radiſe that could poſſibly enter into the 


Mind of Man : However, after this 


ingenious 


ature 


pply 


ſhall 


lings, 
only 


and 


NOW 
ption 
hole ; 
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cular, 


s one 
is Pa- 
0 the 


this 


nious 


ment, it is preſumed no great Offence 
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ingenious, Confeſſion and Acknowledg- 


« more mindful of heavenly Things, 

« and more mortified to Things below. 

« It is a Prodigy to ſee a Woman here; 

« but when a Man comes, he is wel- 

1 com'd like an Angel. So that I may 

&« truly call this Iſle, a Lodge of Chaſti- 
« ty, an Harbour of Honeſty, and a "2 f 
« School of Divine Philoſophy. _ 5 
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are ſupplied, and the Errors of his Fol- 
low rematked ; the Opinions of our 
Antiquatits arę compared; the Roman 
N Eilftary ays traced and the Stations 
. Ricſed W to the ITINERARY, | 
-* Withont - altering the FIGUR Es. By 
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